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Introduction 


Stone art is very ancient and via this, the worshipping of physical manifestation of the invisible mythological 
figures is continued. Hence stone art, sculpture and architecture are continued with a great passion. The art of 
stone carving is done professionally in fewer places. Karkala is one of them. 


Place: 

Karkala is a little town in the south of Karnataka located in the Udupi district. The name is derived from the name 
Kari-Kal which refers to Black Stone in “Tulu” (local language/ dialect in Karkala). The town is situated on top of 

a granite bed which is about 300-500 ft above sea level. Granite is locally referred to with another traditional 
name- ‘Krishnashila’ (Black Stone). Stone engraving is a local architecture found in this place. 


People: 

The place Karkala has a huge belt of granite stone giving an opportunity to many highly talented stone arti- 
sans. As black granite is abundant in this area it is widely used in the stone. The artisans who belong to Acharya 
(a caste referred in locally) community are involved in engraving beautiful images and bringing life to stones. 
Breathe taking stone art and architecture of Karkala are inspired by the Hoysala (A dynasty of Historical Karna- 
taka) style of sculpture. This art is generation based and shall continue. The artisans also engrave granite pillars 
which have symbolic meaning-mainly used in temple construction. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Finished pillars and doorways carved for temples and houses. 
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Elaborate detailing work on Lord Rama idol inspired by Stone pot for planting Tulsi ( Basil ) plant done with 
Hoysala style. black stone locally known as Krishnashila ( Black Stone). 
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An idol of Nandi (carrier of Lord Shiva) is generally kept An idol of goddesses with a Trishula (Prong / Trident) 


in front of the temple. weapon. 
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Modern tools are introduced into the traditional craft making process for faster production. 
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The work environment at artisans place. Fine intricate designs engraved on goddess Lakshmi 
(Goddess of Prosperity). 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Stone Carving - Karkala 
The Skillful Crafts of Stone 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: a ae 


The processed raw material is being taken to the 
workplace. 


1. Introduction 


Nagarakallu represents Snake God. Different stages of work in progress, the artist is in full 
concentration on his work. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


For the stone carving process, the raw material used is granite stone and the tools used are of different types. 
The stone sculptor gives life to a raw piece of stone using the below-listed tools. 


* Chisels: Chisels are the primary shaping tool in stone carving. It is used to roughen the stone. 
¢ Stone: Black stone and White Stone (Marble) are abundantly available in Karkala and surrounding places. 


¢ Hammer: Hammer is used for hammering while carving the stone. Different sizes of hammers are used while 
cutting, carving and smoothening the stone. 


¢ Sandpaper: It is used to smoothen the surface of the stone after the carving is done. Different count of sandpa- 
pers is used. 


¢ Red Oxide Solution: Patterns are drawn on the surface using red oxide solution before carving for demarcation. 


¢ Lshaped Scales or Right Angle: It is used to do the measurement and to draw straight lines on the stone sur- 
face. It also helps the sculptor to make a right angle straight line and corner with ease and comfort. 


¢ Power Cutting Machine (Hand operated): Power cutting machines are used to cut the bigger stone blocks. 


¢ Power Buffing Machine: Different types of buffing blades are fixed to the Power buffing machine and used ac- 
cording to the need during carving, smoothening and polishing and also to create depth rise (3D look) of the idol. 


e Filers: These are used to soften the stone. 


¢ Power Drilling Machines: This machine is used to drill the stones according to the designs. 


Be 


Power Drilling Machine. 
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3. Tools and Raw Materials 
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An electric handheld marble cutting grinder machine is Power Tool is used to smoothening the sharp edges. 
used for cutting and smoothing. 
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3. Tools and Raw Materials 


The stone is cut as per the required shape to start the — Red soil or red oxide solution is used to mark the design 
engraving/carving process. on the stone. 
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Hammer, nails and L shape scale. 
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File used to soften the stone. 
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Making Process 


The process begins with the selection of the stones. The artisans engrave the stones according to traditionalism. 
The craftsperson designates the stones as male and female while engraving the sculptors of Gods and Goddess. 
The stones are first cut into appropriate sizes with the cutting machine. The patterns are drawn on the surface 
of the stone block to the desired shapes using red oxide solutions. Rough edges are moulded with a chisel and 
hammer. The major carving is done with the help of a chisel and hammer and bushing tools. The slight carving 
and jewels are made to attain proper ornament shape with pointed tools. After the products are completed the 
surface of the stone is polished by rubbing it with sandpaper. Sometimes oil is applied to acquire dark colours for 
the selected products. 


Cutting & Marking- The block of stone 
| 


| is roughly shaped and design is marked 
q 
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Rough Carving - Rough detailing: are 
done referred by sketch design 


Detailed Carving- Detailed engravingof 
scuptors to designate male and female 
idols by ornamentation and itsclothing 
style. 


Polishing - The scupture is smoothened 
and polished to obtain dark and glossy 
look 
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Moaing to the idol to be made, the required size of it 
is cut and processed. 


4. Making Process 


The processed stone is ready for shaping. Artisan removes the rough edges, to level the surface. 
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A rough surface is removed or smoothened using The proportion of stone is measured using a right 
automated tools. angle. 
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Red oxide is being marked on the slab for the cutting = An extra portion of the stone is removed keeping the 
process. marked area. 
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Frequent measurements are taken to avoid 


Stone is further shaped as per the requirement. 
disproportion. 


4. Making Process 
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Once the basic shape is obtained, the artisan draws the A rough cut is made on the design to highlight it. - 
design to be carved. 
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Products 


‘t Detail 


fi 


"owe ge 

a a od re ment i Te 
Once the excess stone is removed, the artisan works 
the detailing. 
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on Asimilar process is used to shape different products. 
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With the use of automation tools, the detailing process A pointed chisel is used to enhance the detailing work. 
is faster. 


4. Making Process 
. bs 
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Once the carving is done, the final smoothing takes 
place. 
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Products 


Products are of two varieties: 
¢ Idols of deities and 
e Architectural elements 


The craftsmen work on idols for temples and also the black granite is used for architectural construction ele- 
ments of houses. Different types of products engraved are: 


¢ Nagakallu (local language) Idol of snake god carved for temples. 

+ Divine serpents with several heads. 

¢ Mild designs carved on the pillar which is used in temples as well as construction elements for houses. 
¢ Tulsi (Basil Plant) pot with a traditional look in which Tulsi herbs are planted and worshipped. 

¢ Lord Krishna statue is finely carved and suitable to worship. 

¢ Idols of Goddess Lakshmi. 

* Nandi engraved in dark black stone which is a vehicle of Lord Shiva placed in front of the temple. 

¢ Statues of Lord Vinayaka, Lord Krishna, Lord Shiva (Shiva Linga). 


Idol of Nagarkallu s are carved in black stones. 
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Geometric pattern carved on the base of Tulsi ( Basil ) 
pot. 


Different types of Nagarkallu were kept in temples for 
worship. 
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5. Products 


Sophisticated work describing Lord Vishnu with a 


serpent. 


Carving inspired by the lotus flower. 
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While carving animals like lions- extreme care is taken 
to carve fine detailing. 


5. Products 


Pillars are most commonly placed orders. The archway design is inspired by curved stems and 
creepers. 


m I 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 

Stone Carving - Karkala 
The Skillful Crafts of Stone 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


5. Products 


tae = 


Products also include portraits and tiles. Rarely seen idol of Lord Krishna in Hoysala ( A dynasty 


of Historical Karnataka ) style. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. Abhishek Ganeshgudi, 
Mr. Dinesh Kumar Dandapat and Ms. Aruna Kumari Y. at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You can write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


